
The Church of Pergamos



Revelation 2:12-17

•An address to a particular congregation. (Name of the church)
•An introduction of Jesus.
•A statement regarding the condition of the church.
•A verdict from Jesus regarding the condition of the church.
•A command from Jesus to the church.
•A general exhortation to all Christians.
•A promise of reward.



Revelation 2 and 3 Report card
LaodiceansPhiladelphiaSardisThyatiraPergamosSmyrnaEphesusName

XXTitle

XXCommendation

XConcerns

XXExhortation

XXPromise



Revelation 2 and 3 Timeline
The Persecuted
Church
100AD-300AD

Apostolic church
32-100AD

→→→→→→→→→→→→Ephesus

→→→→→→→→→→→Smyrna

Pergamos

Thyatira

Sardis

Philadelphia

Laodiceans



Pergamos

• City of the serpent
• About 48 miles north of Smyrna
• Ephesus was the political center
• Smyrna was the commercial center
• Pergamos was the religious center
• Present day city is Bergama Population 105K
• Zeus is said to have been born here (huge alter there)





Aesculapius

• Aesculapius, the Roman god of medicine and healing, holds a 
significant place in ancient Greek mythology. This deity, also known 
as Asclepius, was revered for his ability to cure ailments and bring 
relief to the suffering.

• Aesculapius, the Roman god of medicine and healing, holds a 
significant place in ancient Greek mythology. This deity, also known 
as Asclepius, was revered for his ability to cure ailments and bring 
relief to the suffering.

• His origins, closely tied to Apollo and Zeus, and his depictions in 
symbols reflect his divine healing powers. Temples dedicated to 
Aesculapius were centers of worship and renowned for their rituals 
and festivals.

• The legacy of Aesculapius continues to influence medicine, art, and 
literature today



Aesculapus



• Another, earlier depiction of the 
medical symbol is the staff of 
Asclepius, though it has no wings 
and only one snake. The son of 
Apollo and the human princess 
Coronis, Asclepius is the Greek 
demigod of medicine. According to 
mythology, he was able to restore 
the health of the sick and bring the 
dead back to life.

•



• There are actually two versions of the symbol. The winged 
version is known as a caduceus and the stick is actually a 
staff that was carried by the Olympian god Hermes. In Greek 
mythology, Hermes was a messenger between the gods and 
humans (which explains the wings) and a guide to the 
underworld (which explains the staff). Hermes was also the 
patron of travellers, which makes his connection to medicine 
appropriate because doctors of the olden days had to travel 
great distances by foot in order to visit their patients.

• In one version of Hermes' myth he is given the staff by 
Apollo, who was the god of healing among other attributes. 
In another version, he receives the staff from Zeus, the king 
of the gods, and it is entwined with two white ribbons. The 
ribbons were later replaced by serpents, as one story tells 
that Hermes used the stick to separate two fighting snakes, 
which then coiled around his staff and remained there in 
balanced harmony.



• In one version of Hermes' myth he is given the staff by 
Apollo, who was the god of healing among other attributes. 
In another version, he receives the staff from Zeus, the king 
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balanced harmony.

• How ever Hermes is the god of commerce!



• Hermes, known as Mercury in 
Roman mythology, was 
the Greek god of commerce, 
travel, thievery, diplomacy, 
sports, astronomy, astrology, 
and writing. He was also 
the patron of travelers and 
protected those who offered 
hospitality. Hermes was 
considered cunning and 
quick, with the ability to move 
freely between the divine and 
mortal worlds.



• Numbers 21:8,9
• The brass serpent
• Explain by Christ John 3:14
• Destroyed by Hezekiah 2 Kings 18:4
• Sin is a symbol of sin
• Brass is judgement
• So this means sin being judged.



Logos

• 242 logos in American health organization
• The symbol of Pergamos
• 62% professional organizations use the symbol of Asclepius
• 76% commercial organizations use the caduceus



Revelation 2:12  name of the church

• Name
• Pergamos

• Per = mixed or objectionable
• Gamos = marriage.
• So it means mix marriage
• Pergo= high (high marriage. 
• So inappropriate marriage.  



Revelation 2:12  Title of Jesus

• He that has a sharp two-edged sword
• The word of God (remember this)



Revelation 2:12-13 Commendation

• I know your works
• Where you dwell
• Satan’s seat

• There are many different opinions as to why Pergamos was such a stronghold of 
Satanic power. Some believe it is because Pergamos was a center of pagan religion, 
especially of “Asclepios Soter” or “Asclepios Savior.”

•  Some believe it was because Pergamos had a huge throne-like altar dedicated to the 
Roman god Zeus.

• Some believe it was because Pergamos was a center for the ancient Babylonian 
priesthood, but this is tough to prove conclusively.

• Others believe it was because Pergamos was the political center of the worship-
demanding Roman government.

• You hold my Name
• Has not denied My name



Revelation 2:12-13 Commendation

• You hold my Name
• The third commandment. (Ambassadorship)

• Has not denied My name
• Antipas

• Antipas lived where Satan’s throne was. Yet he stood against the 
attacks and the evil around him. He fulfilled the meaning of his name, 
because Antipas means “Against All.”

• Martyr is the ancient Greek word martus. “Martus is a most interesting 
and suggestive word. In classical Greek martus never means 
a martyr in our sense of the term. It always means a witness. 
A martus was one who said: ‘This is true, and I know it.’ It is not until 
New Testament times that martus ever means martyr.” (Barclay)



Revelation 2:12-13 Commendation
• Satan:

• Character
• Murder
• Deceiver
• Liar
• Sinner

• Domain
• Vast kingdom
• In charge of the world
• Understand the god of this world

• Adversary
• Accuser of the brethren
• Prince of the power of the air
• Works in children of disobedience
• The enemy who sowed tares



Revelation 2:12-13 Commendation
• Satan:

• Not omnipresent
• Territorial
• Remember Nimord

• Found babel
• Became Babylon
• The city of Babel, which would eventually become Babylon, was built by Nimrod after Noah's 

flood. The English words Babel and Babylon are derived from the same Hebrew word which 
means "confusion". The Lord confounded the language at the time the people were building 
the Tower of Babel. The place wherein they built the tower is now called Babylon

• When Cryus conquered Babylon fell to the Persians, the priest fled to Pergamos!



Revelation 2:14-15 concern
• Hold the doctrine of Balaam (from the OT)

• Who taught Balac to put a stumbling block before the children
• To eat things sacrificed unto idols.
• The prophet Balaam

• Gentile
• Soothsayer Josh 13:22
• From Mesopotamia Duet 23:4,5
• Amorite Numbers 22:5, 23:7
• Hired by Balak the king of Moab

• Gods says don’t go. But he goes anyway
• What God permits and what He prefers can be two different things.
• The donkey was trying to stop Balaam (the donkey could see the angle).
• Refuses to curse Israel.
• BUT he taught how to defeat\corrupt them them. (don’t marry the Moabite)



Revelation 2:14-15 concern
•  The doctrine of Balaam

• Rev 2:14 Spiritual unchastity, or marriage with the world.
• 2 Peter 2:15 Market his gift (hireling)
• Jude 11 Sacrificing eternal riches for temporal gain

• Hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans
• The exact origin of the Nicolaitans is unclear. Some Bible commentators believe they were a 

heretical sect who followed the teachings of Nicolas—whose name means “one who conquers the 
people”—who was possibly one of the deacons of the early church mentioned in Acts 6:5. It is 
possible that Nicolas became an apostate, denying the true faith and became part of a group 
holding "the doctrine of Balaam," who taught Israel "to sin by eating food sacrificed to idols and 
by committing sexual immorality." Clement of Alexandria says, “They abandoned themselves to 
pleasure like goats, leading a life of self-indulgence.” Their teaching perverted grace and replaced 
liberty with license.

Other commentators believe that these Nicolaitans were not so called from any man, but from the 
Greek word Nicolah, meaning "let us eat," as they often encouraged each other to eat things 
offered to idols. Whichever theory is true, it is certain that the deeds of the Nicolaitans were an 
abomination to Christ. They, like the Gnostics and other false teachers, abused the doctrine of 
grace and tried to introduce licentiousness in its place (2 Peter 2:15, 19; Jude 1:4).



Revelation 2:14-15 concern
• The doctrine of the Nicolaitans made such enormous progress, 

that a First Great Council of the Church was held at Nicaea, in 
325 AD; the Council was composed of about 1500 delegates, the 
"laymen" outnumbering the bishops (clergy) 5 to 1. It was a 
stormy council, full of intrigue and political methods, and from 
the supremacy of the "clergy" over the "laity" it was evident that 
this doctrine had secured a strong and permanent foothold.



Revelation 2:16 command 

• Repent
• Come quickly 
• Fight you with My Word



Revelation 2:17 Exhortation

• He who has an ear
• To him whom overcomes (1 John 5:4,5)

• Give him hidden manna to eat
• Manna means, what is this
• Collected for 6 days
• Food from heaven bread of heaven
• John 6. I am the bread of life. Vs 49

• White stone (no one really know what this is)
• The one I think follows the white stone was used as a ticket to the Roman games. 

• He will give you a new name with a ticket to Heaven. 



Revelation 2:17 Levels of application
Local
Some in the church was starting to compromise with religious systems

All the Churches
Purify your Ambassadorship (hold fast)

Personal
Spiritual compromise, cant be in a mixed marriage

Prophetic
• Tammuz born to Nimod & Semiramis
• Dies at the winter solstice and is resurrected as the days get longer.
• Celebrate this by burning a yule log (represents a Chaldean, and is replaced 

by a trimmed tree the next morning) Jer 10:1-5
• Mistletoe (fertility ) the tale of two babylons by Hislop





















• Nimrod founded the Babylon religion
• Phaethon

• Worship if Semiramis and Tammuz



Pagen Rome is a revamp of Babylon. 
Fully adopted into the Roman Church 
in 361-395 AD (The marriage!)
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Revelation 2 and 3 Timeline
The 
Compromised 
Church
Try to mix

The Persecuted
Church

Try to crush

Apostolic church

Try to distract
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Revelation 2 and 3 Report card
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church

Purify
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not just 
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To all 
churches
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priorities

Personal


